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Every moment we spend with children is worthwhile, and made rewarding when we see 
them achieve academically.  We too are parents, and our current group of 49 students are 
not our first, we are in our 17th year of ministry with children just like these.  Each year is as 
different as are the needs of each child. 
 
None of this would be possible without us partnering with God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) 
and with all who make such valuable contributions to our family here.  All 66 people here are 
family and that makes education a little easier, as do you.  I could not imagine the lives of 
these kids without people that cared.  Thank you. 
 
My name is Warwick Goosen, and I fill the role of Education Coordinator, amongst other 
things that means making sure these children are properly educated.  It means as part of a 
team being concerned about each child's progress.  With those who are struggling it means 



finding out how to help, and to encourage.  With those who are doing well it means constantly 
encouraging and looking for more people who will give our children better opportunities.  
Also it means bringing in tutors ready and able to assist, both those trained as teachers and 
those who have knowledge of a subject and time to assist.  
 
We are proud of all our learners achieve and hope even as you read this report that you 
would want to be involved in their lives, go on let them creep into your heart. 
 
Our Students attend 8 schools. The 5 Primary schools are Asteri, Berea Park, Hillbrow Independent, 
McCauley House and New Nation The 2 High Schools are McCauley House and New Nation.  We 
use 3 special needs schools, Elandspark, Foresttown and St Vincents.  . 

 
McAuley House 



 
 

Hillbrow Independent School 



Extra curricular activities 
 
It would be true to say that the situation our children find themselves in, through no fault of their own, 
is not a normal one.  Where possible we make every effort to assist students after school, during 
school holidays and on weekends with their academics.   Self-esteem can be built up through 
achieving at school.  We have therefore designed a structured study programme to assist the 
children with their workload, we have also provided them with a library and a computer centre. 
 
Week day studies during term (Monday to Friday) 

Grades Study time per day 

1 – 6 1 hour 

7 – 9 1 hour 40 minutes 

10 2 hours 30 minutes 

11 3 hours 

  
On the weekend we have Saturday School which focuses on grades 6-11 and their educational 
needs.  We run this for 3 hours from 09:00 to 12:00.  A group of up to 15 volunteers assist and focus 
on subjects such as English, Maths, Life Science (Biology) and Physical Science, Accounting and 
Maths Literacy.  For the younger members of this group there is an emphasis on reading, as English 
is a foundational subject.  A proper grasp of the language will help with better marks in other subjects. 
 
During school holidays we run a Study Week program which assists in refreshing the students’ 
minds, only a week before they return to school.  This runs for five days and a large focus is placed 
on English and Maths, all grades are included in this program which relies largely on volunteers, 
some of whom are retired teachers in one or other area. 
 
We also try to get children out for educational events, among these are theatre and Sci-bono.  
Theatre will assist in developing understanding of especially set work books while Sci-bono assists 
us in helping grade 9 learners with subject choices. For those learners exiting school the 
psychometric tests they do help with guidance in future careers. 
 
Educational challenges 
 
Our students constantly face challenges.  Ours, because they don't live with their biological parents 
face more than most.  All the staff at the centre do their best to assist the children overcome what 
are challenging circumstances.  From an education perspective we constantly have to take each 
child's set of unique circumstances into consideration when assisting them.  As a result our children 
attend 8 different schools for many and varied reasons, including 3 special needs schools, which are 
attended currently by six different learners. 
 
One of our great needs is to have somebody at the centre on a regular basis to teach us South 
African Sign Language, as two of our children are deaf.  Being able to communicate with them 
properly would be of benefit to them and to us. 
 
Another one of our challenges is that we find that not all schools have the same level of education.  
A particular challenge is that most of our kids do not get taught English as their first (home) language 
but as a second (first additional) language.  This will not be beneficial when doing their grade 12 
(matric) exams, as these papers are not set using the lower standard of English. 
 
Amidst all of this there is always a little hope and some of our children excel in their studies despite 
their circumstances, and some benefit from sponsorships to study at private schools. 
 
Education is hard work, but it can be very rewarding! 


